Subject: Deporting Immigrant Families, Indefinite Detention of the Most Vulnerable, End of Asylum Too High of a Price for Supplemental Aid Package

Hi [Staffer],

[Organization] urges Senator [Senator’s Name] to oppose the extremely harmful immigration policies in the ongoing supplemental funding negotiations. These policies would effectively end access to asylum for all but a very limited few who can afford a direct flight to the United States and secure a sponsor in the country. Moreover, these policy proposals target immigrant communities in your state. 

These policies wreaked havoc on immigrant communities during the previous Administration, and they will wreak even more havoc if reenacted. Every Senator must determine if they are willing to vote for a funding package that enables valuable members of their communities to be rounded up and deported in addition to placing vulnerable children and families in detention for prolonged periods of time. There are smart, balanced solutions that make our border more workable; these policies are far short of that and do more harm than fixing the challenges we face. 

The policies being considered in supplemental aid negotiations include:

A ban on majority Latino and Black asylum seekers. A “Safe Third Country'' agreement is nothing more than an asylum ban by another name. In effect, the policy could bar Latino and Black asylum seekers and exacerbate chaos at the border, leaving thousands to face incomprehensible danger.

Mass deportations without a hearing. The expedited removal process, currently only applicable at the border, allows agents to rapidly deport migrants without due process. Proposed changes would expand this authority to include the interior of the country–a change that would lead to increased racial profiling and the potential deportation of long-term residents or people of color who cannot prove their residency in this hasty process.

Mass incarceration of families seeking asylum and immigrants in the interior. Restricting ICE’s ability to parole people out of jail will dramatically increase the number of people detained, requiring the administration to construct jail beds on a massive scale or force migrants into dangerous tent cities in Mexico. Children could either be detained with their family or separated from their parents.

Recharging and restarting Title 42. The expulsion authority currently under consideration in the negotiations is akin to the Title 42 authority, which allowed for the mass expulsion of asylum seekers without due process. It would allow the President to hastily and indefinitely suspend immigration to the U.S., barring the entry of all foreign nationals into the country and likely triggering mass expulsions.

Blocking and limiting those who can seek asylum. Limiting the number of people who can seek asylum would revert refugee policy to the days of the pre-WWII era. In the 1930s, the executive branch had the authority to limit the number of people receiving protection, a policy used to exclude and return individuals fleeing the Holocaust. It is critical that the executive retains the power to parole individuals who seek protection in the United States.

Harming Immigrant Survivors. Any limits to or attempts to make access to asylum more difficult ultimately harm the most vulnerable, such as immigrant survivors of human trafficking and survivors of GBV and other crimes. 

As an original contributor to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the United States has an obligation to uphold the rights outlined therein. Let us not forget that asylum is a fundamental human right that should be protected. We are calling on the Senator to firmly safeguard asylum and reject the harmful immigration proposals in the ongoing supplemental funding negotiations.

Sincerely,

[Name & Organization]
